RECLAIMING THE IVORY TOWER:

SOLVING THE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFIDENCE CRISIS

THE EROSION OF

TRUST

Context Summary: Public confidence in U.S. higher education plummeted from
57% in 2015 to 38% in 2026. This crisis stems from specific concerns regarding cost,
politicization, and workforce relevance—factors now intensified by the rise of Al.
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Supporting Detail: Institutions
must use public dashboards to
prove graduation rates, debt

L loads, and actual earnings.
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Supporting Detail: Rebuilding
trust requires tuition freezes,
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Supporting Detail: 46% of
Americans believe Al will

diminish the value of a
degree by 2031.
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simpiified aid, and more efﬁmeD

\ operating models.

KEY_FINDING:
= Intellectual Pluralism
' & Relevance

Supporting Detail: Success requires maintaining
political neutralitJ while integrating mandatory
work-based learning and Al literacy.
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